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TEAMWORK MAKES IT WORK 
 

 
Paragon Brass Ensemble  Grades: K-5 
 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE: 
Using humor and music, five musicians explain how teamwork, communication, and cooperation are needed to 
produce music. With the help of the trombone, French horn, tuba, and trumpet, students see the great results 
derived from teamwork and cooperation. The concepts of melody, bass line, rounds, fugue, as well as other 
musical ideas, are introduced in interesting ways. Throughout the program, students are encouraged to 
participate, listen carefully, and recognize various instruments and their individual musical qualities. 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         
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The Students Will: 
* Listen to and respond to music and musical performances. 
* Practice appropriate audience behavior during live performances. 
* Write literary texts, stories and poems that express their ideas and 
feelings about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. 
* Create written and visual material such as stories, poems, journals and 
graphic organizers to express ideas. 
*Describe how to effectively communicate, such as understanding the 
audience, giving a clear message, listening actively, and gathering 
feedback. 
 

K K.4 K.15 K.14 
 

K.8 

1 1.6 1.18 1.18 1.9 
 

2 2.6 2.19 2.18 2.10 
 

3 3.6 3.18 3.18 3.9 
 

4 4.6 4.22 4.16 4.9 
 

5 5.6 5.25 5.16 5.8 
 

 
 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing Grade 4 Reporting  
Category 1 

* Demonstrate an ability to compose a variety of written texts with a 
  clear, central idea; coherent organization; sufficient development;  
  and effective use of language and conventions. 

 
 
Performance Vocabulary: 

Bass Line The low-pitched instrumental part or line played by a rhythm section instrument such as 
the electric bass, double bass, cello, tuba or keyboard; the lowest part or sequence of notes 
in a piece of music. 

Brass Instruments A musical wind instrument of brass or other metal with a cup-shaped mouthpiece, such 
as the trombone (slide), tuba (largest, deepest), 
French horn (large bell), trumpet (highest).  It is a "lip-vibrated instrument." 

Communication The act or process of using words, sounds, signs, or behaviors to express or exchange 
information or to express your ideas, thoughts, and feelings to someone else. 

Cooperation A situation in which people work together to do something. 
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Ensemble A group of musicians who perform together, commonly known as a band or combo. 

 
Fugue A piece of music that uses interwoven melodies based on a single musical idea; a piece of 

music in which tunes are repeated in complex patterns. 
Harmony The combination of simultaneously sounded musical notes to produce chords that have a 

pleasing effect. 
Melody A sequence of pleasing sounds that make up a musical phrase; a sweet sequence of sounds. 
Paragon A person or thing that is perfect or excellent in some way and should be considered a 

model or example to be copied; a model of excellence or perfection. 
Pitch How high or low a sound is. 

 
Rhythm A strong, regular, repeated pattern of movement or sound. 

 
Round A song sung in unison with musicians and singers joining at different times (like "Row, Row, 

Row Your Boat"). 
Sound Vibrations that travel through the air in waves and can be heard when they reach a 

person’s ear.  
Sound Wave An invisible wave that carries sound energy from one place to another. 

 
Teamwork Working together with a group of people or team to achieve a common goal. 

Teamwork means that people will try to cooperate, using their individual skills and 
providing constructive feedback, despite any personal conflict between individuals. 

Volume How loud or soft a sound is. 
 

 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
Before the performance: 

• Listen to recordings of brass music; for example, Canadian Brass, Empire Brass.  
• Find out what students already know about brass instruments, music by brass instruments, and how brass 

is made. 
• Talk about the kinds of music that you like to listen to.  What are your favorite songs? When do you sing? 

After the performance: 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act our your favorite part of the performance.   
• Talk about a time that you were on a team and how teamwork works. 

 
Language Arts: 
 

• Create Paper Bag Team Stories!  Use three large paper bags, with each labeled as “Settings;” “Characters,” 
and “Conflicts.”  

ü Work in small groups to brainstorm ideas for each bag.   
ü Write your ideas down and put them in the appropriate bag.  
ü Each group picks one item from each bag.  
ü Use the ideas you have picked to create an original group story.  
ü You may add additional characters. 

  Your group may present your story as -  
v A Puppet Show 
v A Skit 
v A TV News Report 
v Illustrated Children’s Book that can be read aloud 
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v A Storyboard with Narration  
v A Video 

• Create a Teamwork Acrostic Poem.  
ü Write the word Teamwork down vertically on your paper. 

                                    T 
                                    E 
                                    A 
                                    M 
                                    W 
                                    O 
                                    R 
                                    K 

ü Next, you want to say something about teamwork in each line. Brainstorm as many words 
and phrases as you can think of to describe teamwork. 

ü Place your brainstormed words or phrases on the lines that begin with the same letters. 
ü Fill in the rest of the lines to create a poem. 
ü You can use single words, phrases, or even full sentences in your acrostic poem. 

 

• Write and record a radio or television commercial to teach the ideas presented in the performance.  
Present your commercial to the class. 

 

• Use onomatopoeia and other sound devices to write a poem entitled "Cooperation Is.” 
 

• Use Cooperation, Communication, and Teamwork:  Drawing-Listening Game – Working in pairs, one 
partner draws a picture with simple shapes. Then describe each step of how to draw your picture to 
your partner.  Without looking at the picture, your partner follows the verbal directions to draw the 
picture.  Compare pictures and discuss.   

ü What made this activity difficult? 
ü What did you do to help your partner draw the correct figure? 
ü What would you do differently next time? 
ü Talk about how you used cooperation, communication, and teamwork for this activity. 

Repeat this activity, but switch roles.  Your partner will now draw the picture and you will listen to his 
directions to draw the same image. 

• In a small group, create a collage of images of brass instruments and musicians playing music. Present 
your collage to the class, explaining your favorite parts. 

• Think about someone in your life or in history who is a model of excellence or perfection.  Write a story 
about this person entitled “Paragon.”  Include actions and examples of why he/she is such a model and 
how he/she has inspired you.  

 
Math:  
 

• Use Teamwork to build the Marshmallow Spaghetti Tower! - In teams of 4, build the tallest freestanding 
structure using only the materials listed below: 

ü 20 sticks of spaghetti 
ü 1 yard of tape 
ü 1 yard of string 
ü 1 large marshmallow 
ü scissors 
ü yardstick 

                           Guidelines: 
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1. The winning team is the one that builds the tallest freestanding structure measured from 
the top of the table to the top of the marshmallow. 

2. The marshmallow tower must stand on its own for measuring. 
3. You do not need to use all of the supplies  
4. No additional materials may be used. 
5. The entire marshmallow must be on top of your structure. 

             - Graph the results of each team’s marshmallow tower on the board. 
             - In a Reflections Journal, write about what was easy and what was hard about creating your 
             tower. How did you communicate? What could you have done differently? What did you learn 
             about working together. 
 

• With a partner, use unifix cubes or small objects to create patterns.  Create a rhythmic clapping pattern to 
follow the pattern created with the objects.  Clap your pattern for the class and explain. 

 

§ Explore fractions and sound. Fill up glasses with different fractions of water: 
ü 1/4, 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 full    and  
ü 1/8, 2/8, 3/8, 4/8, 5/8, 6/8, 7/8, 8/8 full 
ü Tap each glass with a pencil.   
ü Talk about why the glasses of water project different sounds.   
ü Discuss how water level makes an impact on the sound that projects from each glass.  

             The fraction of water in each glass produces a different pitch. 

§ Sounds can be soft or loud. This characteristic of sound is called volume. Volume measures the amount of 
energy in sound waves. More energy will move more air molecules and will sound louder. Less energy will 
move fewer air molecules and will sound softer. The amount of energy in a sound wave is measured in 
decibels (dB). Below is a decibel chart with some familiar sounds.  Use the information on this chart to 
create word problems.  Exchange problems with a partner and solve each other’s problems. 

Jet Take Off (25 Meters) 150 dB  Telephone Dial Tone 70 dB 
Aircraft Carrier Deck 140 dB  Normal Conversation 60 dB 
Jet Take Off (100 Meters) 130 dB  Quiet Conversation 50 dB 
Live Rock Music 120 dB  Library 40 dB 
Power Saw 110 dB  Quiet Living Room 30 dB 
Lawn Mower 100 dB  Breathing 10 dB 
Food Blender   90 dB  Weakest Sound Heard   0 dB 
Garbage Disposal   80 dB    

 

 
 
Social Studies:   
 

• Teamwork Activity – As a class, develop a definition for the work “Teamwork” and write this definition on 
the board. 

ü Working in small groups, create an interactive notebook of school activities and community 
activities that you have seen that involve teamwork.  

ü In your small group, talk about what was it about these activities that suggested that good 
teamwork was happening. Write your ideas down on post-it notes. 

ü Under the class’ definition of Teamwork, hang your “post-it notes teamwork examples.” 
ü Discuss the common qualities of each group’s examples of teamwork and capture these 

qualities on a Venn Diagram. 
ü As a class, think about these qualities of teamwork to create a class formula for how to 

effectively work as a team and hang your “teamwork formula” in your classroom. 
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• Work with a partner to brainstorm events in history that required Teamwork and Cooperation.  Record 
your thoughts on a graphic organizer.  Select one event from your brainstorming list to create a 
storyboard about, emphasizing the Teamwork and Cooperation exemplified in the historical event. 
Present your storyboard to your class and hang it in your classroom. 
 

• Work in small groups to conduct a WebQuest about Brass Instruments.  Collect facts and images and 
create a poster, a brochure, or a diorama to share what you have learned with your class. 
 

 
 
Science:  
 

• Work with a partner to research how musical sound is made. Make a poster to illustrate your research 
and present your findings to the class. 

 

• Seeing Sound –Tie a piece of thread to some tissue paper and hold the tissue paper by the thread in front 
of a speaker.  Turn on the music and observe what happens to the tissue paper.  Try different types of 
music at different volumes and see if there is any change to the paper.  Record you observations.  The 
tissue should move when the music is played since the sound waves are hitting it as they leave the 
speaker.  Discuss in small groups.   
 

• Making Sounds with Rulers – Use a ruler to investigate how size affects sound.  You will need one plastic 
ruler and one heavy book.  Working with a partner, record your observations and reasons why in your 
science journal as you do the following: 

 

ü Extend one long piece of the ruler over the edge of a table and hold it down firmly with a book. 
Pluck the ruler. What kinds of sounds are produced here?  

ü Repeat the process, continually moving more of the ruler onto the desk and less in the air.  How 
will each different length of the ruler vibrate when plucked?   

ü Note the vibration speed and pitch. Listen carefully to what you hear.   
ü Which sounds come from the ruler hitting the table?  Which sounds come from the ruler making 

the air move?   
ü Try making the ruler vibrate so it does not hit the table.  What happens? 

             Share your findings with the class. 
 

 
 
 

Resources: 
Related Websites:  
http://marshmallowchallenge.com/Welcome.html 

http://www.ventureteambuilding.co.uk/team-building-activities/ 

http://teambuildingactivitieshq.com/team-building-activities-for-kids/ 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/arthur/activities/acts/team_efforts.html 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/great-group-games-team-building-kids 

Related SmartBoard and Interactive Activities 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=musical%20instruments 

http://www.plattscsd.org/oak/smartboard/music.htm 
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http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=450b91cb-768d-4b86-be90-05181bba3568 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=%20sound%20energy 

 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Since its formation in 1983, the Paragon Brass Ensemble has delighted audiences at home in Houston and across 
the country with programs of musical virtuosity and tremendous variety. The group was formed to appear at the 
Texas Renaissance Festival and made its formal concert debut in 1985 at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Since 
then, the ensemble has performed hundreds of concerts annually and is especially noted for its versatility and 
unique repertoire. Through its association with Young Audiences, the Paragon Brass Ensemble has introduced 
thousands of children to classical music each year since 1985. The ensemble was nominated for the General 
Electric Artist Award for excellence in arts-in-education and performed for the national convention of Young 
Audiences in Kansas City. The quintet has offered its own concert series in Houston. Through the Texas 
Commission on the Arts, the Paragon Brass Ensemble has toured Texas, the Midwest and South, and has done 
outreach through its own Arts for the Elderly program. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


